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The Supreme Will
 
Acts 13:36a—For David indeed, having in his own generation ministered to the will of God.
 
Exodus 8:1—And Jehovah said to Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith Jehovah: Let my people go, that they may serve me.
 
Shall we pray:
Dear Lord, we want to thank Thee for Thy presence with us. We pray that Thou wilt give us the right attitude towards Thyself, that we may remove our shoes because we are standing on holy ground. Dear Lord, as we gather here we look to Thee to see what Thou hast to say to us. Speak, Thy servants heareth. We ask in Thy precious name. Amen.
 
Our theme for this conference is “Serving God’s Purpose”, and I was asked to give a general background or foundation of this purpose. There is nothing nobler or higher than serving God’s purpose. Suppose someone who is higher up asked you to come for dinner. What will be your reaction? Of course, you will prepare yourself for that dinner, and you will go early in order to serve your friend. But we have been invited this morning to dine with our Lord Jesus; therefore, I believe that in our hearts we are full of gratitude. Who are we that we should be invited to His table? How are we to prepare for that dinner? And this is the attitude that we come with this morning. There is nothing nobler or higher than serving God’s purpose, and this is our responsibility or our calling.
 
A Personal Testimony of Learning to Serve
I remember in 1930 when I was saved, it seemed as if nobody understood what service really was. Usually after a week of revival meetings, the last day would be a call to consecration. A large map of China was hung on the wall and the preacher would begin to preach. He told us that God had saved us through His Son Jesus Christ; therefore, how are we to express our gratitude to Him? If you were a man you would become a preacher, but if you were a woman you would become a Bible woman. In other words, his calling for consecration was limited to those who would spend their whole life serving the Lord.
Even though I was just fifteen years old and newly saved, my heart was warm. So the preacher said, “You may choose where you want to serve God. Here is the Chinese map, and you can come to the platform and point your finger to the place where you want to serve. Think of that! I was only fifteen years old and newly saved, but my heart was warm. Thus I told myself that I had to go to the furthest part of China to serve God and prove my love for Him. So as a young man I marched up to the platform and pointed my finger at Mongolia because at that time it was considered the furthest place—and I meant it. After I made that decision it was my last year in high school, and I spent a year searching out everything about Mongolia and I set my heart to go there. When I finished high school, I did not want to go to college because I thought it was a waste of four years. Instead, I chose a Bible School so that I could prepare myself for going to Mongolia; but to my surprise my father did not agree.
My father was a pastor and he loved the Lord. So I thought he would be very glad with what I had chosen, but he said, “No; you go to college, and after you finish college I will send you to America to study theology.” I was so disappointed, but thank God for disappointments, because His way is not our way. I wanted to serve God in my way, but God wanted to be served in His way. And thank God, during my college years the Lord began to open my eyes, and here I am.
 
A Noble Calling
We are serving God, and there is nothing nobler than that. And this is a call not only to a few; this is a call to all who are saved by His grace. You remember in the Old Testament time when God sent Moses to Egypt to say to Pharaoh: “Let My people go that they may serve Me.”
Do you know why you are saved? Is it because you are better than anybody else? Is it because there are some good points in you? Not at all! All of us are the greatest of sinners, and we are all saved by grace. So why did God save you? Was it just because He wanted to fill up heaven? No, He saved us for a reason. As we read our Bible carefully we discover what that reason is. So this morning I would like to give you a general background, and probably a number of you already know it. When we read the Bible, it is not that we read it once and think we know it, so that’s it. We are to read the Bible our whole life. Therefore, we need to go back to the Word of God and see something very, very basic.
 
Angels were in the First Creation
Have you ever thought why God made man? We know that in the first creation the highest created beings were angels; there was no man in sight during that time. Then why did God begin to create man during the second creation? I am sure you know Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” That was the beginning of the universe. But we know that when God creates, it is not half-done or nearly done. When He created the heavens and the earth in the beginning, it was complete (Genesis 1:1). The heavens and the earth were created when He spoke a word and it was done.
 
Lucifer
So in the first creation the highest created beings were angels, and in the beginning everything was rosy. The angels were worshiping and serving God, and according to the Bible among all the angels that were created the highest was Lucifer, the bright morning star. In Ezekiel, chapter 28, we find a description of Lucifer. Even though Ezekiel used the king of Tyre as a type, nobody, not even a king could fit the description that was given there because it is a description of an archangel. It is Lucifer, a bright and shining star who was created almost perfect. He was full of gifts and as the anointed cherub he led all the angels in worshiping God.
In the beginning Lucifer did well, but gradually, because of the abundance of his riches he began to think of himself. He wanted to be more than an angel; he wanted to be equal with God. Isaiah 14 tells us that five times he said: “I will, I will, I will.” In other words, he was thinking of himself. He looked at himself and he saw his own beauty, his own gifts, but he was not satisfied with what God had provided. He wanted to be equal with God. To put it more specifically: he wanted to take the place of the Son of God, and because of this God dismissed him. That is why we find in Genesis 1:2: “And the earth became void and ruined and was filled with water.” We do not know how long this continued, but we know it is what is called the ice age. Did God give up what He had in mind? No, whenever God makes up His mind, He will do it. After the failure of the archangel we do not know how long it was before God began to restore the earth to be habitable. From Genesis 1:2 onwards it is God restoring the earth to be habitable, and on the sixth day He began to make man. Now man was made very special because he was made in God’s image after His likeness.
 
Man Made in the Image of God
Do you know why God made you in such a glorious way? There is nothing in the universe that is made after God’s image except man. Even though the angels are higher than man, they are more intelligent than man, yet only man was made in the special way of His image which points to the inward. So far as the inward is concerned man has the love of God within him, and he is made differently.
Why did God make man in such a way? As we look at the world today we see how far away the idea of man is from what God had originally made him! God made man according to His own image after His own likeness. But why did God make man in such a special way? Because God has a purpose. We know that God is the greatest will in the universe. Even before the foundation of the world, even before He created anything, God set a will in Himself. Before the foundation of the world God made a will according to His good pleasure. God is the supreme will in the universe, and before He created anything He first set a will which is according to His good pleasure because this is what He desires. He has no advisor; He decides all by Himself, and He set a supreme will. After He had set that supreme will then He began to do something.
 
God’s Will Governs Everything
So we can see how important that will is. And His will not only governs all creation, it also governs every believer. So it is extremely important that you know what God’s will is for you, and what God’s will is for mankind because it explains everything. If we live in this world but do not know what the supreme will is then our life on earth is in vain. No matter what you have done in the world, what accomplishments you may have done, all these are nothing in comparison with the will of God. If we live outside of God’s will, it is a life wasted. Only if you live within God’s will, is your life worthwhile. So the question is: What is God’s supreme will?
 
All Things are to be Summed Up in Christ
In Ephesians 1:9-10 it says, “Having made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he purposed in himself for [the] administration of the fullness of times; to head up [sum up] all things in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth.”
That is the supreme will. That is the will of God for each and every one of us. It does not matter what profession you are involved in; this is what man is meant to be and do—God’s supreme will.
What is that supreme will? God wants everything in the universe, whether it is in the heavens, on the earth, or under the earth, to sum up all things in Christ. In other words, everything in the universe, whether it is things in the heavens or upon the earth or underneath the earth, will speak of Christ. Everything will express Christ Jesus. Everything will bring glory to Christ, and this is the supreme will of God for all of us. In other words, God wants to sum you up in Christ Jesus, that in your whole life, in every aspect of your life, it will express and glorify Christ. That is God’s purpose.
 
Love is the Whole Law
No man is to live for himself or herself. If he does this then his life is wasted. Whatever profession you may have, no matter what you do, your life on earth is to glorify Christ and express Christ. This is the supreme purpose of God. In order to understand this the Bible has another illustration which is found in Romans 13:9-10: “For, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shall not lust; and if there be any other commandment, it is summed up in this word, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Love works no ill to its neighbor; love therefore is [the] whole law.”
This Scripture tells us that love sums up all the commandments of God. Whatever commandment it may be, if there is love you fulfill that commandment. If there is no love, even if you keep these commandments, it is nothing before God.
 
The Rich Young Ruler
You remember the story of the rich young man. One day he ran towards the Lord Jesus so anxious in his heart that he did not mind the multitudes that were there. He knelt before Him and said, “Good Master, what should I do to inherit life?” The Lord looked at him and said, “Keep the commandments.” And the young man said, “What commandments?” And the Lord repeated the second tablet of the commandments. We know that the first tablet has four commandments concerning our responsibility before God, and the second tablet has six commandments which is concerning the relationship of man with man. So the Lord just mentioned the relationship with man to that young man because if you cannot fulfill what is towards man how can you fulfill anything towards God? This is what the young man said, “I have kept these from my youth.” The Lord looked at him and loved him. Surely you would love a young man like that. And the Lord said, “There is only one thing you lack: “Go, sell all that you have. Give to the poor and then you come and follow Me.” But that young man could not do that because he was very rich.
 
All Things will Express Christ
If we cannot love our neighbor, how can we love God? So here you find love sums up all laws. If there is love you automatically keep all these laws. So far as God’s purpose is concerned, He wants us to express His beloved Son in every aspect of our lives so that Christ may be seen. We are to be hidden, but He is to be seen. This is the supreme purpose of God towards you and me, and this is the reason for our time together. We have gathered together for one supreme purpose, that Christ may be seen in our lives and everything in us will give glory to Christ Jesus. It will be an expression of Christ but not our expression.
God willing tomorrow and the next day we will see how we can express Christ in our life. We do pray that after this conference we will be able to truly say, “It is no longer I who lives but Christ lives in me,” and then the supreme will of God concerning us is fulfilled.
 
Shall we pray:
Dear Lord, as we wait upon Thee we pray that Thou wilt open our eyes that we may see very clearly Thy will for us. Wherever we are the will is one, that Christ may be all and in all to us, that in everything in our lives Christ may be expressed. So we want to give ourselves over to Thee. We are made by Thee; we are saved by Thee; we are totally Thine, and we want to yield ourselves to Thee. Dear Lord, we want to be where You want us to be. We want Christ to be all and in all to us. We want to say with the apostle Paul: “For me to live is Christ.” Oh dear Lord, may this be a reality to every one of us that Thy name may be glorified and Thy return will be speeded up. Dear Lord, we wait upon Thee. May Thy blessing be upon every one of us. Glorify Your name. We ask in Thy precious name. Amen.
 

GOD RESTORES MAN TO HIS ORIGINAL PURPOSE
 
Philippians 2:5-11—For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus; who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father’s glory.
 
Matthew 11:29-30—Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
 
May we have a word of prayer:
Dear Lord, we want to thank Thee for gathering us together. As we think of Thy imminent return Thou hast still given us this opportunity to gather together before Thee. It shows how Thy heart desires that we be ready, prepared for Thee. So dear Lord, we do come together to offer ourselves to Thee. We pray that Thou wilt give us the spirit of wisdom and revelation to the full knowledge of God. We do confess that without Thy Spirit’s working nothing can be done; but dear Lord, we offer ourselves to Thee and pray that Thy Spirit will touch each and every one of us. Do not allow anyone to be excepted, that every one of us will be open to Thy speaking. Give us the spirit of revelation that we may really see Thee and come to know Thee. Thou art our only salvation, and we give ourselves to Thee. Glorify Thyself. We ask in Thy name. Amen.
 
As we are gathered together I always think that such gatherings are the mercy of God. What if our Lord Jesus had returned last night? I think we would all be weeping this morning. But He loves us so much that He does not want to see us unprepared. He wants every one of us to be ready for Him. So whenever we have an opportunity to gather in this way we cannot help but thank and praise the Lord that He is so gracious and merciful. He does not want anyone to be left behind when He comes, but He wants us all to be there to welcome Him. So thank God for this rare opportunity.
 
Why are we here? We are here to serve the Lord. Many people feel that just a few chosen ones have been called to serve God and the rest are to be served. But thank God, it is His will that every one of us who are saved is supposed to serve God because it is the eternal will of God. God made man in order to use him to destroy His enemy and to bring all things to the feet of His beloved Son.
 
God’s Purpose in Creating Man
Now we would like to review our human history. After God created man in His own image, after His likeness, He put him in the Garden of Eden. It was a garden of pleasure full of fruit trees for the food of man. In the midst of the garden God planted the tree of Life, and hinted to man that this was the tree they were to eat of; but he left the choice to man. And by its side God planted the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Now after the tree of Life there is nothing better than the tree of the knowledge of good and evil because this was food for the soul. The tree of Life was to be the food of the spirit. God wanted man to make his own choice of which tree he would eat because He did not make a robot. He gave man a will just as He is the will. So He wanted man to make the choice of whether he would eat of the tree of Life and let God be His God and serve God’s purpose, or whether he would be independent and live by his own wisdom.
 
Man Was to Till and Guard the Garden
Then God put man in the garden, but He did not want him to be at leisure because if man is at leisure there is temptation. Therefore He wanted him to be occupied. God gave man a command to till and guard the garden because He wanted him to improve and make full use of what He had made. At the same time God wanted him to guard the garden. Now you may wonder why God wanted man to guard it. It was because it was a garden without a wall, and God wanted man to be that wall. So when man was made, he had a duty to perform. God wanted man to be the wall of that garden, so you can imagine the power man originally had. For man to be the wall around a large garden, how diligent and capable he must be.
 
Man was to Destroy God’s Enemy
But why does that perfect garden, which everyone could come in and enjoy, need a wall? It is because God knew that outside of the garden there was an enemy who was waiting to come in and swallow up man because he knew that man was created to perform God’s purpose and destroy His enemy. It would be easy for God to destroy His enemy, but that would not give Him any glory. It would be like a grown-up man beating a little child; there is no glory in that. That is the reason why God created man a little lower than the angels, and He is using that which is a little lower than the angels to destroy the higher archangel. That is the glory of God. So when man was created, he was given much grace, but he was also given responsibility. Unfortunately, our forefathers neglected to guard the garden, and they allowed God’s enemy to slip in. And we know how Eve was tempted by the tempter because she had wandered around to the center of the garden and saw the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
 
Man Chose to be Independent of God
Do you think God would plant a bad tree in the garden of Eden? No, all the trees in the garden were good. So far as the tree of knowledge of good and evil is concerned, it was good, but if it is without the life of God then it can be terrible. So God gave man a choice and unfortunately he chose the wrong one. They would rather be independent of God and dependent only on themselves. So man ate the wrong tree; that is to say he chose his destiny. Instead of being used of God to defeat God’s enemy he joined the rank of God’s enemy, and that is the story of the beginning of man.
When we were born into this world, we inherited Adam’s life; therefore our very life is sinful, which explains our past life. But did God give up on man? No, He still wanted man to serve Him, and this is where we find the Word became flesh. Thank God, instead of forfeiting man, rather He came to save and to deliver him. God still wanted to use man, and that is the reason He sent His only begotten Son to be a Man.
 
God Sends His Son to Become Man
Philippians 2 gives us a very brief description of the incarnation. It tells us that Jesus did not consider it robbery to be equal with God. Now this has a reference to Lucifer, the archangel who was not equal with God but only a created archangel. However, he wanted to have that place which was equal with God. Now who is equal with God? Only His beloved Son. God and His beloved Son are one in the Spirit. Whatever belongs to God the Father belongs to the Son. Colossians tells us that all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily. Whatever you can think of God as being or doing, His Son equally shares. So all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily— His glory, His honor, and even His love which we cannot fathom—yet He emptied Himself.
What does it mean to empty ourselves? What is within us that can be emptied? We have nothing to be emptied of but our sins. And yet the Lord Jesus, the Son of God, who is the fullness of God that we cannot even fathom, emptied Himself. He is the Son of God and equal with God, yet He did not grasp it. Not only did He not grasp it but He emptied it. In other words, He emptied all the glory and honor associated with His deity. He forfeited all the glory as God. Of course, we have to know that He cannot empty His deity because that is what He is. However, He emptied all the glory and honor associated with deity and He took the form of a slave. This is what God originally wanted with man. Man was to be God’s slave and serve Him. That is the meaning of man, but unfortunately they rebelled against God. They wanted to be themselves, but instead of being themselves they fell into the enemy’s hands.
 
The Lord Jesus Takes the Form of a Bond Slave
However, the Lord Jesus took up the form of a bondslave. He came into this world as a slave of God which is what man originally was meant to be. Jesus did not come just for Himself; He came to fulfill the purpose of God. So inwardly He had the image of a bondslave; outwardly, He took the fashion of a man. When the Lord Jesus took up the fashion as a Man, it was in its full meaning. He submitted Himself totally to His heavenly Father. And when you study the four Gospels you find again and again He said, “I cannot do anything by Myself.” Actually He could do lots of things, but He said, “I cannot do anything. Whatever I do it is because I see My Father has done it. I cannot say anything by Myself; I say it because My Father has said it. My time is not My own.”
You will remember that His earthly brethren challenged Him: “If You want to be famous do not hide in the village. You should go to Jerusalem during the feast time; then You will be known by man.” But the Lord Jesus answered: “Your time is always ready, but My time has not yet come” (see John 7:2-8). In other words, He was waiting for His Father’s command. Think of that!—a perfect Man who had His own will, and yet He denied His will completely. He could do many things by Himself, but He refused to do anything without His Father’s command. His whole life was for His Father. And this is what man is created to be. No wonder that the heavens opened three times and the Father said: “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”
 
As Man the Lord Jesus Delivered Mankind
One day the Lord Jesus took three of His disciples to the Mount of Transfiguration and there He was transformed, His clothes becoming whiter than light. And Moses and Elijah came to talk to Him about His exit from the earth. His entry was “the Word became flesh” and now He had lived a perfect life as Man for thirty some years revealing man as he is meant to be. Then we find Moses and Elijah coming to talk to Him about how He was going to leave this world. By every right He could have left from the Mount of Transfiguration and returned to His Father, but He did not do this. If He had done that, there would be only one Man in heaven and no hope for anyone else because He is righteous and we are unrighteous. But thank God, instead of leaving from the Mount of Transfiguration He went down from the mountain to Jerusalem and there He was crucified—not for Himself but for us.
Outwardly, He was rejected by the Jews and the Gentiles, but actually, He went to the cross for man’s sake because God put all our sins upon His body. And there on the cross He bore the sins of the world. He was offered up as the Lamb of God, and because of this there is forgiveness for sin and hope for every one of us. This is what God has done for man. He sent His Son into the world as a Man, and as a Man He was to deliver mankind. And by the grace of God we have believed in Him and we now belong to God.
What is the meaning of man? Does God save us just for ourselves? Someone has said: “If my two feet are in heaven I am satisfied.” But this is not what God created man to be. He wants to save us to the uttermost. He wants to restore us to His original idea of man. He wants us to be used by Him to defeat His enemy and bring all things to the feet of His beloved Son.
 
Yoked with Christ
How is this to be done? In Matthew 11 we read of the Lord Jesus calling us to be yoked with Him. Today, probably the young people do not understand much about a yoke. But in China when the farmers till the ground, they still use animals for this work. The farmer will take a trained animal, whose will has been broken and can listen to the farmer and yoke him to an untrained animal. As they are plowing the trained animal will listen to the direction of the farmer and plow a straight furrow. But when the untrained animal sees something that interests him, he will turn in that direction and make the plow zigzag. However, the trained animal is stronger, so the untrained one has to follow him, and gradually he learns to obey the farmer. Of course, in the beginning when he disobeys, the farmer probably uses a goad to touch his leg which is a rod with a sharp end. Of course, he does not want to hurt the animal; he just wants to remind him that he has a master. But the animal does not understand, and he will kick back and thus be hurt. But after a number of times he learns the lesson.
 
Personal Testimony of Salvation
This is where we are. After we are saved God yokes us together with Christ, but how do you explain that? I think you have to go back to the very beginning. When we are saved, what do we appreciate most? Probably it is that our sins have been forgiven. That is what happened to me. I was a young man of fifteen years old, but for a whole year I had been bothered by my sins. Nobody talked to me directly, but the Holy Spirit began to touch me and for a whole year I was under the burden of sin. Actually I was a good student, and I was not only friendly with my school mates but even with the household servants. People looked at me as a good Christian, but I knew better. Sometimes I would sit there and weep because I was thinking of my sins. Who can deliver me? By the grace of God, one summer vacation I went to a conference. I wanted to be saved and that is the reason I went. I listened to the messages, but unfortunately, what the preacher preached I already knew. So I was not touched at all. A few days passed and I saw people going to the altar and being saved, but I was still unsaved. One morning I was in my room, and I do not know whether I was praying or talking to myself, but I said, “Why is it that other people have gotten saved easily, but it is so hard for me to be saved?” Then I thought: probably I am gospel-hardened because I know the gospel so well and I could even preach. Then I told God: “If You want to save me, save me now; otherwise I am going to tell You good-by.” I was desperate.
That afternoon I went to the meeting. I heard a young man who had graduated from Asbury College in America, and he preached from John 3:16. Now I knew that verse so well that whatever he said I knew already. Nothing touched me. After he finished preaching he called everybody to kneel down and pray. So I knelt down and a one of the pastors came and knelt by me. All he did was persuade me to go to the altar. Now I had been there a number of times, so what is the use of going there again? But out of courtesy I said, “Okay, I will go.” Again I went to the altar and knelt there and started to pray and cry, but nothing happened. And that meeting of hundreds of people was over.
Thank God, as I was walking out a Chinese pastor, who evidently had noticed me, stopped me and point blankly asked this question: “Are you saved?” Probably he thought I was, but I had to be honest. So I told him that I hoped to be saved. He knew something was wrong, so he stopped me. Everybody had left and we were alone in that big hall, and he asked me a question: “Do you believe the Bible is the Word of God?” I said, “I do; I have believed ever since my childhood.” He said, “Turn to I John 1:9 and as you read it, instead of using the word “we” put your name in it.” So I followed his direction. I read the verse with my name in it. “If Stephen confesses his sins God is faithful and righteous to forgive his sins and all his unrighteousness.” He asked me to read it twice and then said, “Let’s pray.” So we knelt down. Now I knew how to pray, so when I began to pray I began to confess my sins. I said to the Lord: “There are many sins I have committed that I have forgotten, but You know them all. Now I have done my part, and I am waiting for You. Now it is Your turn. Will You keep Your Word?” And somehow I believed from the bottom of my heart that He had heard, and suddenly that burden of sin fell away. So I stood up and he asked me: “Are you saved?” I said, “I am.” He said, “How do you know?” I said, “Because there is such peace in my heart.” He shook his head, and in that very moment God gave me the word and I told him: “I know I am saved because God says so.” He said, “That is right. Your emotion may change, but God’s Word never changes.” He was very wise in leading people and he said, “You go out and tell someone what the Lord has done to your life.”
I remember very vividly going into my room and opening my Bible to II Peter chapter 1. As I read it I felt that it was my Father who was speaking to me. It was so intimate, and praise God it has been this way from 1930 unto the present time.
When we got saved, we can hardly believe how much God has done for us. He has not only forgiven all our sins—“though our sins are as scarlet they shall be as white as snow,’” but more than that, there is something very positive. When you are saved, your dead spirit is renewed into new life. God has made man with spirit, soul and body. Our body is the contact with the world around us. Our soul is to express our self, and our spirit is supposed to fellowship with God because God is Spirit and only spirit can communicate with God’s Spirit.
 
The Holy Spirit Dwells in Us to Bring All Things to the Feet of Jesus
Now when you are saved, why is it that your contact with God has been made? Your spirit that was dead in sin has been renewed into life. Your sins are forgiven and God has given you a new spirit and that is the reason why you can cry, “Abba Father.” But more than that, when you are saved, Christ Jesus came into your spirit by God’s Spirit and became the life of your spirit. Your self is the life of your soul, but Christ is the life of your spirit. Not only that, the Holy Spirit also came into your spirit and dwells there. Now what is the Holy Spirit doing in you? He is there to see that the life of Christ grows in you. Whatever is not of Christ He will gradually, continually deal with in order for you to bring all things in your life to the feet of Jesus. That is the work of the indwelt Holy Spirit.
Before you were saved you may have frequented certain places all the time, but after you are saved, is there a difference? Nobody told you where to go, but when you are going to where you should not be going, there is that still small voice of the Holy Spirit within you talking to you. If you are quiet enough you will hear Him say, “Do you think it is right for a Christian to frequent such a place?” Gradually He will do His work in you. This is to be yoked with Christ. He is meek and lowly in Spirit and only when you listen to the voice of the indwelt Spirit will you be saved to the uttermost.
 
A Personal Testimony of Baptism
Maybe it will help some young people if I use my own illustration about the matter of baptism. When I was a baby, my father baptized me, but after I was saved some people began to tell me that I needed to be baptized by immersion. I said, “No, I have already been baptized. I cannot be baptized again because when my father sprinkled the water on my head, he did it in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. So I cannot blaspheme the name of God.” I would argue with whoever talked to me about it until finally everybody gave up on me.
One day I was visiting a friend who lived next door to Watchman Nee. He mentioned baptism again to me and I argued with him. He gave up on me and said I was hopeless. As I was sitting there praying I said: “Lord, I know baptism is to be by immersion which is the right thing to do; but it is not convenient for me. I love my father (who was a pastor) and do not want to offend him.” So I told the Lord, “I promise You that after I am on my own I will be baptized by immersion.” Is that not reasonable? Suddenly I heard a voice. I literally heard a voice: “He that loves his father and mother, brother and sister, wife and even his own life more than Me is not worthy of Me.” That broke me. I wanted to be a disciple of Christ, so I told the Lord, “All right, I will do it.”
So I went next door and knocked and brother Nee opened the door and said, “What do you want?” I said, “I want to be baptized.” He said, “Does your father know?” He knew my father. I said, “No, but the Lord told me to do it.” So I was baptized the next day. I did not let my father know for about a year, and one day I had to tell him. When I told my father about it, it hurt him very much, not because I was baptized by immersion, but because I did not trust him. He said, “If you wanted to be baptized by immersion I would have done it for you, but you did not trust me.” And that hurt my father.
When you are yoked with Christ and that goad touches you, you may feel a little hurt, but you will know the joy afterwards. The joy of obeying God is the greatest pleasure in the world. This is the way the Lord will bring everything in your life to the feet of Jesus. The greatest service that we can perform is obeying the voice of the indwelt Holy Spirit because He is the One who sees to it that everything in your life will be brought to the feet of Jesus. This is fulfilling God’s original purpose. Do not think of doing great things; it is in these little things that you can prove your faithfulness.
 
Serving the Purpose of God
Finally, I want to relate to you a true story. I knew a sister who lived in Italy in a marble palace. She was from a noble family and had inherited all the properties of her parents and husband, but she was alone. She was a Christian, but she found life meaningless. Every year she would go back to England to attend the famous Keswick Convention. One year she attended the Swanwick Convention, which was raised up by Mrs. Penn-Lewis. And it was there that she heard a young man preach on the eternal purpose of God. She was deeply touched. She began to see that life is meaningful and she became a life-long supporter of brother Austin Sparks. It was the eternal purpose of God that changed her whole life. During the war I had fled from Singapore to India and she received me into her home. She told me, “My all belongs to God. Whatever the Lord wants is His.” This eternal purpose of God became her life.
What is life for if it is not serving the purpose of God? No matter what you have done on this earth, there is nothing that can be compared to that of serving God’s eternal purpose because this is what man has been created for. If you miss it, you miss the very meaning of life. So do not look to doing some great things; just yoke with Christ and let the Spirit of God teach you and He will help you to fulfill God’s eternal purpose in your life.
 
Shall we pray:
Dear Lord, we want to thank Thee because Thou does not want us to waste our life. Thou hast told us that we need to live for Thy eternal purpose and bring everything in our lives to the feet of our Lord Jesus in order to fulfill the meaning of man. Oh dear Lord, will You not apprehend each and every one of us? No one is too old nor too young to really live a life for Thy eternal purpose. Here we are, Lord. We give ourselves over to you. May Thy Spirit work in every one of us until Thy purpose is realized. May all glory be unto Thee. We ask in Thy precious name. Amen.
 

GOD’S DESIRE IS FOR FAITHFUL STEWARDS
 
I Corinthians 4:1-2—Let a man so account of us as servants of Christ, and stewards of [the] mysteries of God. Here, further, it is sought in stewards, that a man be found faithful.
 
Let’s have a word of prayer:
Dear Lord, as we gather here this morning our hearts are full of gratitude. We want to thank Thee for what Thou hast done during these days. We thank Thee for all Thy mercies and grace that Thou hast so bountifully given to us. Dear Lord, as we come to this last session of this conference we continue to look to Thee. If there is something more Thou wants to say, please speak; Thy servants heareth. And we are ready to give Thee all the praise and glory. We ask in Thy precious name. Amen.
 
I always feel hesitant to speak after the Lord’s Table because we have been brought to the very presence of our dear Lord. What else do we want? I always feel speaking after the Lord’s Table is too much, but I have to obey my brothers.
 
We have been fellowshipping together these days on “Serving God’s Eternal Purpose”. The mystery of God has been hidden throughout the ages and now has been revealed to the prophets and the apostles. And thank God, now it has been made known to us. We know the mystery of God is Christ because in God’s heart His Son is everything to Him. And it is the will of the Father to bring all things to the feet of His beloved Son. He wants His Son to sum up or to head up all things. And that means everything will speak of Christ and glorify Christ, and this ministry has been given to His church.
 
All Who are Sons of God are Stewards of His Mystery
When Paul mentioned this in I Corinthians, chapter 4, he referred especially to himself and Sosthenes. But of course, we know that in a general way it can be applied to all of us. Who can say we are not the servants of Christ? Of course, we are. All who are the sons of God are the servants of God, and we are also the stewards of His mystery. In other words, God has committed His mystery into our hands, and what a tremendous responsibility this is! We are not only to declare the mystery of God, but we are to show by our life this mystery—that Christ is everything to us. This is a tremendous commitment.
 
Stewards are Likened to Boat-Rowers
So far as the mystery of God is concerned, it is not just something to declare. Of course, we want to declare it. But if we are going to declare it, we have to back it up with our lives; otherwise our declaration will be useless. So this is very practical. Sometimes we may think this is too high, but actually it is practical. In other words, God expects every one of us to be a good steward of His mystery. We are told by those who know Greek that the background of the word steward points to boat rowers. We know that in the olden days they did not have machines, so they had to use men to row the boat, and that word has the background meaning of boat-rowers. Boat-rowers were usually those who would stay below the deck. Therefore, they were not seen, but they were the ones who made the boat sail. And when they rowed the boat, they had to row in unison so that the boat would go straight. Boat-rowing was a very important work because without them the boat would not be able to sail. So as we are serving the Lord we are supposed to be seen, but we are to do the work.
 
Signs of His Second Coming
In the Bible, there are several occasions when our Lord Jesus mentioned this matter of stewardship. In Matthew 24, the Lord Jesus was talking about His second coming, and He said He would come in a time like the days of Noah when people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage. In other words, everything seemed to be as usual and centered upon human luxury. Suddenly, after Noah and his family entered into the ark, God shut the door and rain began to fall until the whole world was covered with water. Then the Lord said, “Two are working in the field, one is taken and one is left, two are grinding at the mill in the morning, one is taken and one is left.” And the Gospel of Luke tells us that two are sleeping, one is taken and one is left. Why is this so? Because the Lord shall come like a thief. We know the Lord is coming back and we all expect Him to come. But do we know how the Lord will come?
I often feel that the understanding of the hymn writers, who wrote some of the hymns that we sing concerning the coming of the Lord, is that He will come with trumpet sound and with His angels. Every eye will see Him and say, “We are waiting to see Him.” But when I sing these hymns, I always feel one thing: it is too late because the Lord will come in two stages and in two ways.
When the Lord was ready to leave the world, He took His disciples to the Mount of Olives. He gradually rose up from there as the disciples looked at Him, and then a cloud took Him. He was still going up, but even though the disciples could not see Him, they continued to look. And two men in white appeared and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you look up because He who has gone up will come back in like manner.” It is important to know that He will come back in like manner. In other words, that is the way He will return. So we know that when the Lord shall come, it will be in two stages.
 
The Two Stages of His Coming
The first stage is from heaven to the air and it is invisible because the Lord said He would come like a thief. Do you ever see a thief come to a house blowing a trumpet and saying, “I am coming”? I do not think so. I have never heard of one thief like that. And when the thief shall come, what will he steal? Will he steal your garbage? No, if he did I would welcome him. But strangely, he knows where your treasure is, so he will take the treasure and leave the garbage. That is the way the Lord will come in the first stage—from the heaven to the air, invisible. So what are we expecting? Do you expect the Lord to come at any moment? Those who study the Bible tell us that all the prophecies before the coming of the Lord have been fulfilled. Of course, there are many prophecies yet to be fulfilled, but they refer to His coming and after His coming. All the prophecies preceding His coming have been fulfilled; therefore, what are we waiting for? Are we waiting for some prophecy to be fulfilled and then we will begin to get ready to meet Him? It is too late.
Every prophecy preceding His coming has been fulfilled. So what will happen next? Suddenly, all over the world some people will disappear. The earth is round, therefore in the parable it says, “Two are working in the field which is midday, two are grinding at the mill which is done in the morning, and two are sleeping because it is night.” This does not mean that there are six here; it is two. But the earth is round and in some places it is early morning, in other places it is midday and in another place it is midnight. So this will happen all over the world, that one will be taken and one will be left. That is the next event that will take place in this world.
We know that the number of the church is twelve, but here there are only two. Where are the other ten? Matthew 25 tells us of ten virgins, and in the same way we find that five are foolish and five are wise. The five wise ones will go out to meet the Bridegroom and enter into the marriage. But the five foolish ones will have to go and buy oil. I do not know whether they got it or not, but they tried. However, when they came back, the door was shut and they were left outside weeping and regretting. These ten virgins represent those who have died throughout the centuries. So here are the ten, and when you add the ten and two it is twelve. That is the number of the church.
 
The Longsuffering of God in Waiting for the Church to be Ready
Before the Lord Jesus left He promised that He would come back to receive us to Himself. So in the first century the saints greeted one another with “the Lord is coming,” especially in the second and third century when the Christians were greatly persecuted. They always greeted one another by saying “the Lord is coming.” That was their blessed hope, but the Lord seemed to be delayed. Of course, we know it is not the Lord who wants to delay; it is the church. Is there any marriage ceremony that the bride is waiting for the bridegroom? Usually the bridegroom is already there and he is so anxious to see his bride. Somehow the bride got delayed, but thank God, eventually she appeared. It is not we who are anxiously waiting for the Lord’s return; it is our Lord who is anxious to return and receive his bride. But it is the longsuffering of God because we are not ready for Him. So He is waiting, waiting, and waiting. Are we ready for Him? If we are He will come back and receive us.
 
The Next Event to Happen is the Disappearance of Some People
So the next event that will happen in this world is that one day, suddenly some people will disappear. Why? Because they are ready to meet the Bridegroom. So they will be raptured straight to heaven. They will be the welcoming party to receive the Lord back to this world. It is our blessed hope, and we are living in such a time. We always wonder how the world can be worse than it is now. I wonder if I can say this. We are more hopeful to be raptured alive than all the saints through the past twenty centuries. We are almost on the verge of the coming of the Lord. He can come today, any time, but the point is, are we ready for Him? Are we His true stewards?
We find this symbolized in Revelation 12 where we find the man child. Immediately after the man child is born he is raptured to the throne. So in the first stage of the Lord’s coming He will come like a thief and he will steal the ones most precious to Him. Hopefully, by the grace of God we are among the rank.
After the man child is raptured, according to the Scriptures, there will be war in the air. Michael and his angels will fight against Satan and his followers, and there will be no more place for Satan in the air. I believe you know that the headquarters of Satan is in the air, but we read that he was thrown from the air to the earth. The air is to be cleared because the Lord will come from heaven to the air.
 
Those Who are Yet Living
In I Thessalonians 4 we find Paul comforting the people in Thessalonica because some of the saints had died and the ones who were left thought that those who had died had no more hope. But Paul comforted them with the truth and said, “The day will come when you hear the trumpet sound and the angels singing and the dead in Christ will be raised first, and then those who are still living. The Bible is very clear on that. He said, “Those who are yet living,” In other words, there are some living who are not on earth because they have been raptured. But those who are left behind will have to go through the great tribulation. On one hand, the great tribulation is big trouble, but on the other hand, God gives Christians another chance. Maybe through the great tribulation people will wake up and turn to the Lord and be raptured; but they are not going to be raptured to the throne. They are raptured to the air because the Lord is already there waiting for them to come to Him. All believers will be gathered there in the air at which time there will be the judgment seat of Christ. Thank God, we who are saved will not go before the great white judgment of God because we have been saved. Christ has been judged for us and has died for us. However, that does not mean there will be no judgment for us. We will not go through the great white throne judgment because it is a governmental judgment of eternal life and eternal death. Thank God we are saved. But that does not mean that a Christian will never be judged.
 
The Judgment Seat of Christ
We will have a family judgment called the judgment seat of Christ, the bema of Christ. Now I came from a big family with four generations living under one roof. Therefore, I know all the blessings and the curses of such a big family. Sometimes in a large family there would be a family gathering and the head of the family would sit on a lifted place called bema. If you were not a part of the family, you had no part in the gathering because it is a family gathering. The head of the family would praise some of the members who had brought honor to the family and would reward them. At the same time those who had brought shame to the family would be judged and scolded and even punished. This is not eternal death, but it is another chance to repent. They will be thrown into darkness where there is gnashing of teeth, and that means regretful. Remember, we will not be judged by the great white throne because it is a governmental judgment, and it is a judgment of eternal life and eternal death. Thank God, Christ was judged for us and is our righteousness; therefore, we can stand before God. Nevertheless, as the family of God we have to go through the judgment seat of Christ to be rewarded or punished.
 
The Lord Comes Back for the Jews
Then Christ will come back with His overcomers from the air to the Mount of Olives, and when His feet touch the Mount of Olives, it will be broken into two. Scientists have already discovered a line there. If there is an earthquake the Mount of Olives will be broken into two parts because according to Zechariah 12 our Lord will come back for the Jews. At that time, Jerusalem will be broken in two by the enemy so a way is open for those who are still living. Then there is the war of Armageddon which is the last war in this world. Following that there will be the Millennium. So we can read these events from the Word of God. We are on the verge of a great change and the Lord has committed this ministry into our hands.
 
Fulfilling Our Ministry
How can we fulfill this ministry? Our idea of ministry is something outward that is related to whether we become a preacher or whether we are doing some good work. But the way to fulfill our ministry and bring all things to the feet of our Lord Jesus has to begin in our life because God emphasizes life more than work. Will we fulfill the mission that God has committed to us to bring all things in us to the feet of the Lord Jesus? As the indwelt Holy Spirit begins to speak to us and we obey and bring everything in our lives to the feet of Jesus, then we will be a good steward.
 
Choose to be a Faithful Steward or a Bad Steward
The Lord Jesus mentions in the Word some things about stewards. One place is in Matthew
“Who then is the faithful and prudent bondman whom his lord has set over his household, to give them food in season? Blessed is that bondman whom his lord on coming shall find doing this. Verily I say unto you, that he will set him over all his substance. But if that evil bondman should say in his heart, My lord delays to come, and begin to beat his fellow-bondmen, and eat and drink with the drunken; the lord of that bondman shall come in a day when he does not expect it, and in an hour he knows not of, and shall cut him in two and appoint his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth” (vv. 45-51).
The Lord Jesus uses an illustration here of the good and faithful steward or the bad and lazy steward. This is one person; in other words, you can be either. If you become a faithful and good steward and you are faithful and obey whatever the Lord has committed to you, then when He comes, He will greatly reward you. During the kingdom age you will reign with Christ for a thousand years. On the other hand, if you are an unfaithful and lazy servant and think the Lord will delay His return, so you eat and drink and even beat your fellow bondmen, then unexpectedly the Lord shall come and cut you in two and appoint your portion with the hypocrites. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, which means he will be deeply disciplined and will regret his whole life. But thank God, through discipline during the millennium age he will be restored, and in Revelation, chapters 21 and 22, we find that all believers will be overcomers and will reign with Christ.
 
The Will of God is for Us to be Like His Son
God’s purpose cannot be defeated. In Romans 8, we are told whom God has foreknown, He has called, whom He has called, He has justified, whom He has justified He has sanctified (see 29-30). It is the will of God for us to be like His Son; therefore, we will be conformed to the image of God’s beloved Son. If we are faithful and cooperate with the Holy Spirit then God’s purpose will be fulfilled in our present life. And in the kingdom age to come we will reign with Christ for a thousand years and enjoy greatly. So you can be either a good and faithful steward or you can be an evil and lazy steward. It is up to you to choose today. May the Lord have mercy upon every one of us that we will choose not to be a lazy and a bad steward but be faithful to the Lord.
In Luke 16 we are told of another steward who is accused of wasting the goods of his master. When the master caught him, he said, “You have to give a reckoning of your stewardship.” One day we will all give a reckoning of our stewardship before the judgment seat of Christ. This unfaithful steward was to be relieved of his stewardship; then he tried to make friends by using his master’s property to prepare for his future life. Of course, the Lord praised him for his wisdom to prepare for himself, but the Lord condemned him for his work. And then the Lord said, “If you are just in small things then He will give you great things” (see vv. 1-10).
 
God’s Purpose is for His People to be Faithful to the Portion Given Them
By the grace of God may we all be good and faithful stewards. The Lord gives to each different portions. To some He may give five talents, to some He may give two talents, and to others He gives one talent, but everyone has to be faithful to what he has been given. Our abilities are different, so the Lord will give us according to our ability. And if we are faithful to what the Lord has committed to us then He says, “Good and faithful servant, enter the joy of the Lord.”
We have been here for a few days and our purpose is that by the grace of God all of us who have attended this conference—whether you are older or you are younger—His desire is for all of us to be faithful and good stewards. It begins with our own life that we may be able to serve His purpose. May the Lord bless every one of you. Hopefully, by His grace we will all be raptured. This is our prayer.
 
Let’s pray:
Dear Lord, we thank Thee for gathering us together this time. We thank Thee for again reminding us that we need to be good and faithful stewards. We give ourselves over to Thee and pray that Thy indwelt Spirit will guide, lead and enable us to bring all things to the feet of Jesus, and through our testimony we may be a witness for Thee. Oh dear Lord, our prayer is that when Thou shall come, we will all be raptured. How we long to see Thee face to face, and our prayer is “Come, Lord Jesus.” We ask in Thy name. Amen.
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